General practitioners' perceptions on pneumococcal vaccination for children in United Kingdom.
Following the introduction of the pneumococcal conjugate vaccination program for children in the UK, a study of General Practitioners in Walsall and Liverpool was undertaken to identify the possible reasons for the delay in implementation of the program. A total of 143 GPs were contacted, of whom 39 responded (response rate = 27%). One-third of the GPs felt that there was 'delay' in the introduction of the program. The main reasons for possible delay in the implementation of the program were 'problems with databases', 'inadequate/unclear information from Primary Care Trust,' 'lack of public awareness' and 'parental delay.' Twelve percent of the respondents said that issue of 'payment' to them was the reason for not implementing the program. Most of the reasons given were 'external' to the practitioners. This being an initial exploratory study of its kind, the authors recommend that the results of this study be used in conjunction with other quantitative data by commissioners of health services in designing the implementation of a new vaccination program.